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NLB Launches Prototype Mobile Library Service To Offer A 
Taste Of What Its Libraries Can Offer To Underserved Groups 
 
 
Release Date : 3 Apr 2008  
 
SINGAPORE, 3 April 2008 – The National Library Board (NLB) today launched a prototype mobile 
library service that brings the library experience to the underserved to encourage them to become 
active users of the public libraries. The prototype mobile library comes in the form of a bus named 
"Molly, the Mobile Library". Institutions and organisations such as children's homes, orphanages, 
special education schools and selected primary schools are some of the places Molly will visit to 
promote reading and lifelong learning. 

"With the support of our partners, The Enterprise Challenge, SBS Transit Ltd, NEC Asia Pte Ltd, 
Advance Interactive Technologies Pte Ltd and Wavex Technologies Pte Ltd, we hope that 
Singaporeans who have so far been unable to use our public libraries will now be able to develop a 
passion for reading through Molly," said Dr N. Varaprasad, Chief Executive, National Library Board. 

The service reaches out to underserved groups with over 3,000 customised books during each visit, 
based on the user profile of the target audience at the destination. While onboard, patrons can perform 
electronic transactions such as the borrowing of books, checking of personal loan information and 
payment of fees and charges via Ez-link. Where space is available on-site, a variety of programmes 
typically offered at public libraries will also be included in Molly's visit to allow patrons to sample the 
library experience. These could consist of activity-based workshops such as art workshops and/or 
performance and edu-tainment such as magic shows and music performances. 

In the sixties, mobile library services were introduced to help ease the overwhelming demand for the 
services at the main building in Stamford Road. Now, Molly, the Mobile Library, returns to deliver library 
books, facilities and programmes to entice potential users and attract underserved groups NLB's 
network of 22 public libraries around the island for their lifelong learning needs. 

Institutions or organisations interested for Molly to visit them can email their request to NLB at 
helpdesk@nlb.gov.sg. 

About National Library Board 

Established on 1 September 1995, the National Library Board's mission is to provide a trusted, 
accessible and globally-connected library and information service so as to promote a knowledgeable 
and engaged society. NLB oversees the management of the National Library, including the Lee Kong 
Chian Reference Library, three regional libraries, 19 community libraries, 2 community children's 
libraries, as well as 17 libraries belonging to government agencies, schools and private institutions. 
Through its innovative use of technology and collaboration with strategic partners, NLB ensures that 
library users have access to a rich array of information services and resources that are convenient, 
accessible and useful. More information on NLB can be found on www.nlb.gov.sg 
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